University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

9-20-1977

Recent tour of Communist China included variety of activities for
University students, alumni
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Recent tour of Communist China
included variety of activities for University students, alumni" (1977). University of Montana News
Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 28609.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/28609

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

·-

news
Information Services

University of Montana

Missoula, Montana 59812 • (406) 243-2522

RECENT TOUR OF COMMUNIST CHINA
INCLUDED VARIETA. OF ACTIVITIES
FOR UNIVERSITY STUDENTS, ALUMNI

IMMEDIATELY

sale/jg
9/22/77

state

+

cs

+

ht

+

By Dennis Sale
UM Information Services
MISSOULA--How would you like to see three major surgical operations conducted with the aid
of acupuncture?
factories?

Or perhaps visit several heavy-industry plants as well as silk and tea

Or see skilled craftsmen convert jade or ivory into beautiful art objects?

And do all or any one of those things in Communist China?
If you answered yes to one or more of those questions, you probably would have enjoyed
a guided cultural tour of various cities in Communist China this summer with Dr. John B.
Wang {pronounced Wong), associate professor of foreign languages and literatures at the
University of Montana in Missoula, and a number of UM students and alumni.
Wang led the group of 20 on the cultural expedition under the sponsorship of Sijihua,
the Far Eastern association at UM.
Accompanying Wang and the UM students and alumni on the tour were Dr. David L.
Anderson, a former visiting assistant professor of history at UM, who now teaches at
Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, Tex., and his wife, Helen.
The group visited the cities of Canton, Peking, Tsinan, Nanking, Shanghai, Hangchow
and a number of other communities.
Among the 17 UM students and alumni making the China tour with Wang were John Kelly,
Missoula, formerly of Kalispell; Diane Stinger, Missoula, and Nancy Roddy, Greenwich,
Conn.

Kelly, who received a bachelor's degree in English at UM in 1976, returns to UM

this fall to study for a teaching certificate; Stinger is a senior in elementary education
at the University, and Roddy will receive her bachelor's degree in Asian studies from UM
this fall.
-more-
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Special hotels, special sleeper cars on trains, reserved seating at cultural and
athletic events and other special treatment were included in the overseas tour for the
visitors from Montana.
"The Chinese wa"'.ted us to feel at home hecause they said t-hey knew it was difficult
to travel, especially in a foreign country," Stinger said.
The American tourists were

gr~atly

impressed for being allowed to visit the

operating room at Tsinan Medical College, Tsinan, where they witnessed three operations.
With the aid of only acupuncture, a Chinese surgical procedure in which skin or tissue
is punctured with stainless steel needles, the three patients were anesthetized and all
were awake during the surgical removal of fist-size tumors.
"One patient had a brain tumor, another had a thyroid growth and the third had a
chest tumor," Stinger said.
What amazed Kelly most was being so close to the patients during the operations.
"We were actually in the operating room, wearing operating gowns and other surgical
apparel and standing close enough to touch the patients during the operations," Kelly
said.

"Because acupuncture was used as an anesthetic, all of the patients were alert

during the operations."
While they were overseas, the visitors enjoyed stops at various arts and crafts
factories in Peking, the capital city of China, and in Tsinan and Canton.

In China,

various art objects, generally made by the Chinese for export, usually are manufactured
by the assembly-line technique, as the American

~ourists

discovered.

The stature of some Chinese caught Kelly's attention.
"What impressed me most was the size of the people in the northern part of China,
those north of the Yangtze River," Kelly said.

"They looked strong and had a self-

assurance that I didn't notice about those in the southern China."
Wang, a native of Shantung Province, who left Tsinan in 1948 after graduating

fro ~

high school, said the characteristically stronger appearance of northern Chinese residents
is due largely to diet and weather.
-more-
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"The weather is more severe in the north, therefore diets have to be r1cher to
support the population," Wang said.
of years ago carne from the north.

"Generally, the stronger, quieter Chinese warriors
We find the artists, painters and shrewd businessmen in

southern China."
Kelly also noted that interpreters in northern China have an excellent command of
the English language.
Wang said Chinese interpreters must study English in college at least three years.
Most of the persons who teach the interpreters come from Australia, Great Britain,
New Zealand and Canada, he said.
Discipline--resulting from what Wang said is a duty-conscious population of more
than 800 million people--is one of the key words that Stinger used in describing the Chinese.
"The discipline of the people, their attention to detail in every aspect of their
lives, is very apparent," Stinger said.

"In agriculture, the land is so well tilled by

Chinese farmers that the crops appear to be manicured.

And we also noted a high degree of

discipline in other Chinese, including street sweepers, artisans, teachers and children."
Before the Chinese Revolution of 1949, which divided Mainland China from the island
of Taiwan, there was a lot of fighting and unrest on Mainland China, but Communism seems
to have brought considerable stability to the Chinese society, according to Wang.
"On the mainland, there seems to be a lack of fear, and the people are all very
contented," Wang said.

"The basic needs of life--food, shelter, clothing, health care

and education--are met.

They don't have to worry about those things, and that means a

lot to them.

There are no luxuries now, but everyone is well dressed and well fed."

Although wages in Communist China are low--$25 to $30 per month in American
dollars--the visitors from the University of Montana also found that many Chinese prices
are reasonable, including monthly costs of $2 to rent a small apartment; 15 cents for
water, and 20 cents for electricity.

And Wang got a haircut for just 45 cents.

Roddy said she was most impressed by the people themselves in Communist China "and
what socialism has done for them."
-more-
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"Besides meeting the basic needs of the people, the period since the Revolution of
1949 has resulted in greater equality between Chinese men and women, including equality
in wages and household duties, and there is a noticeable absence of violence and juvenile
delinquency,

perhap~

brought about by the

i~Joctrination

and

d~dication

of people of all

ages over there,'' Roddy said.
According to Wang, one reason that the possibilities of juvenile delinquency are
greatly minimized in Communist China is that Chinese youths don't have much idle time.
"When they are not busy going to school and working, those between the ages of 7 and

15 have at their disposal youth palaces, where they can study music and participate in
various sports and other activities to keep them occupied," Wang said.
Following completion of the 18-day guided tour of Communist China, several of the
American tourists visited Taiwan, while others made stops at Thailand and islands
adjacent to Hong Kong.
Others participating in the tour included Chris McKinney, Cloquet, Minn., a UM
alumnus, and 14 UM students--Bruce Burrows, Bozeman; Megan McNamer, Cut Bank; Roslyn
Rink, East Glacier Park; Kathleen P. Barnard, Froid; Poy Wong, Helena; Bill Brownell,
Livingston; Marcia L. D'Orazi and Ronald Vertrees, Missoula; Linda Smith, Superior.
And, WilliamS. Van Sickle, Pueblo, Colo.; LaVerne

Vertrees,~·

Louis, Mo.; Steven

N. Jones, Stillwater, Minn.; Nan Freitas, Las Vegas, Nev .., and Donald R. Beans, Casper,

Wyo.
Cost of the tour--ranging from about $1,200 to $1,400 per person--was borne by the
individual participants.

A number of those making the tour are receiving academic credit

through UM for special study projects in conjunction with the trip.
Wang said other trips to Communist China by UM students, alumni and other
interested persons will be scheduled within a few years.
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